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papers began their attacks, Gorki's paper in particular,
which described Bolshevism as ea national calamity'.
Still less was there any chance for that 'friendly party
rivalry'.
As and when these difficulties made their appearance,
Lenin dropped one item of his programme after another
in favour of one single aim: the keeping of the Bolsheviks
in power. As he put it, 240,000 Bolsheviks could easily
do the work which the 130,000 landed proprietors, who
had previously directed the destinies of Russia, had done
before them.
Whatever may have been left of the initial reform
scheme soon disappeared amid the twofold crisis that
now fell on the country; the peasant revolt and the
civil war.
One of the first things the dictator saw to was the
promulgation of the agrarian law. It abolished the great
landholdings, but failed to form any genuinely collective
system of territorial exploitation. The peasants shared
the usufruct of the lands. Rosa Luxemburg very justly
observed that in designing, by this means, to win over
the peasants, the revolutionary leaders were out in their
reckoning. Such a splitting up of the soil mitigated
against the tendency to economic centralization implicit
in the new form of government. *The measure was not
only non-socialist, but it barred the road that led to
socialism.9 What was created was not socialistic pro-
perty, but a property split up into parcels, the method
of whose cultivation necessarily registered a technical
decline compared with that of the great estates. The
parcelling out of the land, which was necessarily arbi-
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